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Message Text 


TAGS: PEPR, SA 

SUBJECT: KING KHALID'S LETTER TO PRESIDENT CARTER RE 
SITUATION IN LEBANON 


1 . FOR EMBASSY'S INFORMATION, FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF JULY 16 
LETTER FROM KING KHALID TO PRESIDENT CARTER. 


2. BEGIN QTE: (COMPLIMENTARY OPENING) I AM HAPPY TO WRITE 
TO YOU WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE CONTINUING EXCHANGE OF 
VIEWS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES AND IN THE REALIZATION 
THAT THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA SHARES THE INTEREST OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN THE DEVELOPMENTS IN LEBANON. 
AS A RESULT OF OUR DESIRE TO SEE THE SITUATION IN THAT 
COUNTRY CORRECTED THROUGH OUR PARTICIPATION IN EFFORTS 
AIMING AT ACHIEVING ITS STABILITY AND SECURITY. FOREIGN 
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MINISTER PRINCE SAUD AL-FAISAL ENDED HIS RECENT VISIT TO 
DAMASCUS A FEW DAYS AGO AFTER DISCUSSING THE SITUATION IN 
LEBANON WITH A GROUP OF SYRIAN OFFICIALS HEADED BY PRESI- 
DENT ASSAD. 


"AS A RESULT OF HIS HIGHNESS’ TALKS, OUR OWN OBSERVATION 
OF THE EVENTS IN LEBANON, AND THE ANALYSIS OF THEIR CAUSES, 
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THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA SINCERELY FEELS THAT IT IS 
POSSIBLE TO MOVE FORWARD THE NECESSARY STABILITY IN THAT 

COUNTRY AND TO HELP THE LAWFUL AUTHORITIES REGAIN CONTROL 
OF THE GOVERNMENT, PROVIDED THAT ISRAELI AGGRESSION AGAINST 
LEBANON AND INTERFERENCE IN ITS INTERNAL AFFAIRS, WHETHER 
IT BE IN THE FORM OF HELP BY CERTAIN LEBANESE FACTIONS TO 
ACHIEVE UNDESIRABLE AIMS OR ANY OTHER FORM OF INTERFERENCE 
IS PREVENTED. IT IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY TO EXERT EFFORTS 
AND PRESSURES WITH THE LEBANESE FACTION REPRESENTED BY THE 
FALANGISTS AND THE LIBERALS TO PREVENT THEM FROM FOLLOWING 
A COURSE OF ACTION THAT IMPEDES THE LAWFUL LEBANESE 
AUTHORITIES FROM CONTROLLING THE SITUATION. SUCH ACTIONS, 
WHICH CAN ONLY LEAD TO ANOTHER CIVIL WAR AND STRENGTHEN THE 
IDEA OF DIVIDING LEBANON, ARE THE AIM OF THIS FACTION, 

WHICH COOPERATES WITH ISRAEL IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THESE 
ENDS. 

"THERE IS NO NEED FOR ME TO EXPLAIN THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THESE 
TWO AIMS WILL HELP THE SYRIAN PRESENCE IN LEBANON PLAY 
ITS NATURAL ROLE IN THE ARAB DETERRENT FORCE AND THUS BE- 
COME A HELPFUL ELEMENT FOR THE RIGHTFUL LEBANESE AUTHORITIES 
TO BUILD THEIR POTENTIAL AND REESTABLISH CONTROL IN 
LEBANON. THIS WILL PREVENT THE CONTINUATION OF THE CIVIL 
WAR AND WILL EASE THE COMPOUNDING EFFECTS OF THE PREVIOUS 
CIVIL WAR. 
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"WE PRAY THAT YOUR EXCELLENCY WILL SHARE THIS VIEW WITH US 
AND HOPE THAT THE UNITED STATES, UNDER YOUR EXCELLENCY'S 
ENLIGHTENED LEADERSHIP, WILL WORK WITH THE FALANGE - 
LIBERAL FACTION, ON THE ONE HAND, AND WITH ISRAEL, ON THE 
OTHER, TO ACHIEVE THESE TWO AIMS. THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT 
THE REALIZATION OF THESE TWO AIMS WILL PROVIDE THE PROPER 
ATMOSPHERE FOR REACHING THE HIGH GOALS THAT WE ARE ALL 
STRIVING TO ACHIEVE FOR THE STABILITY, SAFETY, AND INTEGRITY 
OF LEBANON. 

"IN THIS REGARD, WE SHOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS THE CONVICTION 
OF THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA THAT EXERTING SUCH EFFORTS 
AND PRESSURES WITH THE FALANGISTS AND THE LIBERALS, ON THE 
ONE HAND, AND WITH ISRAEL, ON THE OTHER, WILL LEAD TO THE 
DESIRED AIM IN LEBANON IN A BETTER AND MORE EFFECTIVE WAY, 
INCLUDING THE CONVENING OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL, BECAUSE 
THE FUNDAMENTAL GOAL IS TO SOLVE THE LEBANESE PROBLEM BY 
STRENGTHENING THE LEBANESE AUTHORITIES AND THEIR CONTROL 
OVER LEBANON. THIS IS NOT BEING ACHIEVED PRIMARILY BECAUSE 
OF THE IMPEDING ACTIONS OF THE FALANGISTS AND THE LIBERALS, 
WHICH PROVES THAT THE PROBLEM IN LEBANON AT PRESENT IS 
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STRICTLY A LEBANESE PROBLEM AND THAT ANY RESOLUTIONS 
ADOPTED BY THE SECURITY COUNCIL WILL NOT HELP RESOLVE IT, 
WHEREAS GOOD OFFICES USED DIRECTLY WITH THE LEBANESE EX- 
TREMIST FACTIONS, WHICH ARE RESISTING THE STRENGTHENING 

OF THE LAWFUL LEBANESE AUTHORITIES, WILL HELP. 

"ACCEPT, YOUR EXCELLENCY, MY WARM PERSONAL GREETINGS AND 
BEST WISHES FOR YOUR CONTINUED HEALTH AND SUCCESS. 

(SIGNED) KHALID IBN ABDUL AZIZ AL-SAUD, JIDDA, JULY 16, 

1978 VANCE 
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SUBJECT: KING KHALID'S LETTER TO PRESIDENT CARTER RE 
SITUATION IN LEBANON 

1 . FOR EMBASSY'S INFORMATION, FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF JULY 16 
LETTER FROM KING KHALID TO PRESIDENT CARTER. 
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2. BEGIN QTE: (COMPLIMENTARY OPENING) I AM HAPPY TO WRITE 
TO YOU WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE CONTINUING EXCHANGE OF 
VIEWS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES AND IN THE REALIZATION 
THAT THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA SHARES THE INTEREST OF 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 206776 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN THE DEVELOPMENTS IN LEBANON. 
AS A RESULT OF OUR DESIRE TO SEE THE SITUATION IN THAT 
COUNTRY CORRECTED THROUGH OUR PARTICIPATION IN EFFORTS 
AIMING AT ACHIEVING ITS STABILITY AND SECURITY. FOREIGN 
MINISTER PRINCE SAUD AL-FAISAL ENDED HIS RECENT VISIT TO 
DAMASCUS A FEW DAYS AGO AFTER DISCUSSING THE SITUATION IN 
LEBANON WITH A GROUP OF SYRIAN OFFICIALS HEADED BY PRESI- 
DENT ASSAD. 

"AS A RESULT OF HIS HIGHNESS’ TALKS, OUR OWN OBSERVATION 
OF THE EVENTS IN LEBANON, AND THE ANALYSIS OF THEIR CAUSES, 

THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA SINCERELY FEELS THAT IT IS 
POSSIBLE TO MOVE FORWARD THE NECESSARY STABILITY IN THAT 

COUNTRY AND TO HELP THE LAWFUL AUTHORITIES REGAIN CONTROL 
OF THE GOVERNMENT, PROVIDED THAT ISRAELI AGGRESSION AGAINST 
LEBANON AND INTERFERENCE IN ITS INTERNAL AFFAIRS, WHETHER 
IT BE IN THE FORM OF HELP BY CERTAIN LEBANESE FACTIONS TO 
ACHIEVE UNDESIRABLE AIMS OR ANY OTHER FORM OF INTERFERENCE 
IS PREVENTED. IT IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY TO EXERT EFFORTS 
AND PRESSURES WITH THE LEBANESE FACTION REPRESENTED BY THE 
FALANGISTS AND THE LIBERALS TO PREVENT THEM FROM FOLLOWING 
A COURSE OF ACTION THAT IMPEDES THE LAWFUL LEBANESE 
AUTHORITIES FROM CONTROLLING THE SITUATION. SUCH ACTIONS, 
WHICH CAN ONLY LEAD TO ANOTHER CIVIL WAR AND STRENGTHEN THE 
IDEA OF DIVIDING LEBANON, ARE THE AIM OF THIS FACTION, 

WHICH COOPERATES WITH ISRAEL IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THESE 
ENDS. 

"THERE IS NO NEED FOR ME TO EXPLAIN THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THESE 
TWO AIMS WILL HELP THE SYRIAN PRESENCE IN LEBANON PLAY 
ITS NATURAL ROLE IN THE ARAB DETERRENT FORCE AND THUS BE- 
COME A HELPFUL ELEMENT FOR THE RIGHTFUL LEBANESE AUTHORITIES 
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TO BUILD THEIR POTENTIAL AND REESTABLISH CONTROL IN 
LEBANON. THIS WILL PREVENT THE CONTINUATION OF THE CIVIL 
WAR AND WILL EASE THE COMPOUNDING EFFECTS OF THE PREVIOUS 
CIVIL WAR. 
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"WE PRAY THAT YOUR EXCELLENCY WILL SHARE THIS VIEW WITH US 
AND HOPE THAT THE UNITED STATES, UNDER YOUR EXCELLENCY'S 
ENLIGHTENED LEADERSHIP, WILL WORK WITH THE FALANGE - 
LIBERAL FACTION, ON THE ONE HAND, AND WITH ISRAEL, ON THE 
OTHER, TO ACHIEVE THESE TWO AIMS. THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT 
THE REALIZATION OF THESE TWO AIMS WILL PROVIDE THE PROPER 
ATMOSPHERE FOR REACHING THE HIGH GOALS THAT WE ARE ALL 
STRIVING TO ACHIEVE FOR THE STABILITY, SAFETY, AND INTEGRITY 
OF LEBANON. 

"IN THIS REGARD, WE SHOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS THE CONVICTION 
OF THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA THAT EXERTING SUCH EFFORTS 
AND PRESSURES WITH THE FALANGISTS AND THE LIBERALS, ON THE 
ONE HAND, AND WITH ISRAEL, ON THE OTHER, WILL LEAD TO THE 
DESIRED AIM IN LEBANON IN A BETTER AND MORE EFFECTIVE WAY, 
INCLUDING THE CONVENING OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL, BECAUSE 
THE FUNDAMENTAL GOAL IS TO SOLVE THE LEBANESE PROBLEM BY 
STRENGTHENING THE LEBANESE AUTHORITIES AND THEIR CONTROL 
OVER LEBANON. THIS IS NOT BEING ACHIEVED PRIMARILY BECAUSE 
OF THE IMPEDING ACTIONS OF THE FALANGISTS AND THE LIBERALS, 
WHICH PROVES THAT THE PROBLEM IN LEBANON AT PRESENT IS 
STRICTLY A LEBANESE PROBLEM AND THAT ANY RESOLUTIONS 
ADOPTED BY THE SECURITY COUNCIL WILL NOT HELP RESOLVE IT, 
WHEREAS GOOD OFFICES USED DIRECTLY WITH THE LEBANESE EX- 
TREMIST FACTIONS, WHICH ARE RESISTING THE STRENGTHENING 

OF THE LAWFUL LEBANESE AUTHORITIES, WILL HELP. 

"ACCEPT, YOUR EXCELLENCY, MY WARM PERSONAL GREETINGS AND 
BEST WISHES FOR YOUR CONTINUED HEALTH AND SUCCESS. 

(SIGNED) KHALID IBN ABDUL AZIZ AL-SAUD, JIDDA, JULY 16, 
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